
cialty? And why doesnõt the 

president do something?ó among 

other thought-provoking ques-

tions.  He also offered students 

an opportunity to ask critical 

questions and point out short-

comings with the current pro-

posal in Congress. 

SOMA would like to thank Dr. 

Goldstein for taking time out of 

his busy schedule to come to 

LMU-DCOM to represent the 

healthcare crisis in an honest and 

impartial manner.  If you missed 

the presentation, it will be avail-

able on Mediasite and we defi-

nitely recommend you take the 

time to watch it and take interest 

in these important issues that will 

affect our futures as physicians.  

Thank you to all who came out 

to the presentation! 

On the evening of October 27th, 

SOMA welcomed Dr. Murray 

Goldstein, DO, MPH, FAAN to 

LMU-DCOM to present students 

with an update on current 

healthcare issues in Washington.  

While Dr. Murray has numerous 

career and personal accomplish-

ments including degrees, publica-

tions, and honorable positions 

held, he most currently serves as 

the chairman of the Scientific 

Advisory Council of the United 

Cerebral Palsy Research and 

Educational Foundation.  Dr. 

Murrayõs well-attended presenta-

tion Healthcare Issues: Delibera-

tions on the Who, What, and How 

of Healthcare Reform was an in-

formative representation of the 

issues our countryõs leaders face.  

òWe call them issues,ó he says, 

òbecause they are issues.  We 

donõt have any answers yet.  We 

have questions.ó  He went on to 

share these questions with stu-

dents and the debate behind 

each, such as òShould healthcare 

be treated as a public service, 

like water or electricity?  Who 

decides the standard for clinical 

care?  On what basis will a clini-

cian be paid for services?  How 

will this effect selection of spe-
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E D I T O R : 

A M A N D A  S T E P H E N S ,  O M S- I I  

N A T I O N A L  L I A I S O N  O F FI C E R SOMA 
N O V E M B E R  2 0 0 9  V O L U M E  2 ,  I S S U E  6  

S P E C I A L  

P O I N T S  O F  

I N T E R E S T :  

Remember that if 

you want to attend 

Give Kids the World in 

Kissimmee, FL, 

applications are due 

on November 13th.  

We need OMS -III 

students to speak on 

a clinical rotation 

panel! 

Congratulations to 

LMU -DCOM stu-

dents on their new 

National SOMA 

BOT positions!  

Photo by Dan Stephens  
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LMU-DCOM Welcomes Undergrads 

Consider An International Elective 

SOMA Candidate Wins Mr. DCOM 
Sigma Sigma Phi, the National 

Honorary Osteopathic Scholas-

tic and Service Society, hosted 

the 2nd Annual Mr. DCOM 

Pageant this month to benefit 

the Make-A-Wish Foundation.  

Funds were raised by admission 

fees as well as candidate spon-

sorship by other LMU-DCOM 

organizations.  We are pleased 

to congratulate our SOMA can-

didate, John Venditti, on being 

crowned the 2009-2010 Mr. 

DCOM.  Venditti outshined 

the competition in the areas of 

spirit, talent, and evening wear 

and charmed the crowd and 

judges with his final-four short 

answer outlining what was in 

his refrigerator and how he 

would promote volunteering at 

LMU-DCOM. 

Venditti is currently serving as 

SOMAõs Volunteer Coordina-

tor and organizes such events 

as Penny Wars and Whatõs In A 

Doctorõs Bag.  He is very hard-

working, takes his job seri-

ously, and, while we might be a 

little biased, we cannot think of 

anyone more worthy of the 

Mr. DCOM title.   Congratula-

tions John! 

(IHA).  This IHA course takes 

place over four weeks in Pe-

ten, Guatemala and focuses on 

the major issues of Interna-

tional Health; malnutrition, 

maternal/child health, infec-

tious disease, and the impact of 

culture and infrastructure on 

health.  Each of the four weeks 

is spent at one of the four local 

clinic locations that have a 

unique role in the community 

By Kelsey McAnally, OMS -II  

When consid-

ering an inter-

national rota-

tion it can be 

diff icult to 

know where 

to start.  One 

possibility is the General Medi-

cine Elective offered by the 

International Health Alliance 

ranging from emergency care 

to nutrition.  There is also the 

option to extend your stay and 

take part in one of IHAõs sub-

specialty programs which in-

clude ophthalmology and ma-

laria prevention.  For more 

information please visit their 

website: 

http://usiha.org/

course_description.htm. 

panied by their advisor, and 

had great questions regarding 

the application process, the 

MCAT, and the life of a medi-

cal student.  SOMA would like 

to thank the tour guides and 

panelists for their help with 

the event.  Pre-SOMA director 

Brittany Lower, who organized 

the outreach, says òI think the 

event went very wellñI hope 

this will become an annual 

event where Pre-SOMA club 

members can come and see 

our school and hear our stu-

dents talk about their experi-

ences.ó  SOMA intends to 

keep the lines of communica-

tion open between our chap-

ters and hopes that our stu-

dents can serve as a resource 

to the undergraduates.   

On October 21st, SOMA 

hosted the Lincoln Memorial 

University Pre-SOMA club as an 

outreach to our undergraduate 

counterparts.  The event in-

cluded a tour of the medical 

building, a question-and-answer 

session with a panel of current 

LMU-DCOM students, and a 

pizza lunch for our guests.  Ap-

proximately 12 undergraduate 

students were present, accom-

Important Dates : 

November 2nd-3rd: 

Fall Break  

AOA Conference  

November 5th: 

OMS-II Group B OSCE  

November11th: 

Hospital Day  

November 12th: 

OMS-II Group A OSCE  

November 13th: 

GKTW Applications Due  

OMS-I Block Exam  

November 16th: 

OMS-I MGA Practical  

November 20th: 

OMS-II Block Exam  

November 26th-27th: 

Thanksgiving Break  

SOMA would like to wish students a safe & happy fall break! 
Photo from Coena Coffee  
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òThere is no 

medicine like hope, 

no incentive so 

great, and no tonic 

so powerful as 

expectation of 

something better 

tomorrow.ó 

- Orison Swett 

Marden 

 

OMS-III Student Panel 

P A G E  3  V O L U M E  2 ,  I S S U E  6  

Minority Affairs Chairperson Subuhi 

Humera is in the process of plan-

ning a student panel of LMU-

DCOM third-year students to an-

swer questions about rotations.  

She is hoping to recruit LMU-

DCOM  students from a variety of 

core sites to answer a standard set 

of questions as well as any addi-

tional questions from the student 

audience.  This will be a valuable 

opportunity, especially for OMS-II 

students, to learn what third year 

has been like so far, what our third-

yearsõ favorite experiences have 

been, as well as how they prepared 

for COMLEX Step 1.  The tentative 

date for the panel is Monday, No-

vember 23rd.  Humera plans to 

update students via email when  

details have been solidified.  If you 

are a third-year student who is 

willing and able to participate on 

this panel on November 23rd at 

the school or if you are a firstð or 

second-year who has a specific 

topic you would like to be covered, 

please send an email to Subuhi: 

subuhi.humera@lmunet.edu. 

the program this month.  òThe kids 

loved it, especially when they had 

the opportunity to try out our 

medical equipment to look up my 

nose,ó Venditti says, laughing.  He 

hopes to continue this successful 

community outreach program and 

has already expanded it.  òWe vis-

ited a Grainger County school last 

year and it was such a huge success 

that we were invited to visit Bean 

Station Elementary, another 

Grainger County School,ó he ex-

plains.  SOMA would like to thank 

the LMU-DCOM students who 

volunteered with this program and 

visited the schools.  It would not be 

possible without your help! 

This semester, Volunteer Coordi-

nator John Venditti continued the 

program Whatõs In A Doctorõs Bag at 

two area elementary schools, which 

attempts to familiarize young chil-

dren with the medical equipment 

they might encounter on a typical 

visit to their physician.  Approxi-

mately 40 children participated in 

Whatõs In A Doctorõs Bag? 

OMS-IIs Robert Cromley, Patrick Matt, Aaron Levy, and OMS -I Joey Starke demonstrate various 

medical equipment for elementary children at Whatõs In A Doctorõs Bag.  Photos by Janette Martin  

Three DCOMers Elected to Board of Trustees 
SOMA is thrilled to announce that 

all three LMU-DCOM candidates 

running for a position on the Na-

tional Board of Trustees were 

elected at the Fall National SOMA 

Meeting in New Orleans: OMS-III 

Crystal Lenz as President-Elect, 

OMS-III Nicholas Perkins as Vice 

President-Elect, and OMS-II Jessica 

Barnes as Region II Trustee-Elect.  

These new officers will begin their 

terms at the Spring National SOMA 

Meeting in April in Washington, 

DC.  LMU-DCOM SOMA is confi-

dent these individuals will do a 

wonderful job serving SOMA in 

their new positions and it is evident 

that our colleagues at the other 

osteopathic medical schools agree.  

Congratulations to you all! 

Crystal Lenz  

President -Elect  

Nicholas Perkins  

VP-Elect  

Jessica Barnes 

Region II Trustee -Elect  

mailto:subuhi.humera@lmunet.edu?subject=SOMA%20OMS-III%20Student%20Panel

